Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine 20
On examination.-There is a carcinomatous ulcer, the size of a shilling, at the umbilicus. In the skin to the right of this is a small secondary carcinomatous nodule.
There is a palpable mass in the right hypochondrium. Enlarged glands are palpable in right groin. Radiological examination of the intestinal tract shows a diverticulum of the pre-pyloric region of the stomach and diverticulosis of the colon. [February 14, 1936] Dr. F. PARKES WEBER said that he regarded the case as one of the Nonne-Milroy-Meige type of developmental cedema of the lower limbs, of late onset in both limbs, but later on the right than on the left side. The absence of any known hereditary or familial incidence was not rare, but what was very unusual was the association of the cedema (on one side only) with typical so-called " erythrocyanosis " of the leg-a condition occurring only in girls and young women, who sometimes also showed a constitutional tendency to acrocyanosis or chilblains or to both.
Iron-Deficiency Anaemia responding to Liver Therapy and suggesting the co-existence of a pernicious type of Anamia.-GEOFFREY KONSTAM, M.D. John S., now aged 23, whilst still at school was known to be pale. Two years ago he was admitted to a hospital on account of antemia but, unfortunately, blood-counts were not carried out and he was discharged in much the same condition as on admission. Six months ago he began to complain of exhaustion and shortness of breath on exertion. No Comment.-From the table and graph it will be seen that the blood-counts at first indicated a low colour-index (hypochromic antemia), and that as a result of the administration of large doses of iron by the mouth, in three weeks the hemoglobin rose by 20%, whilst the red cells fell by 600,000 per c.mm., causing the colour-index to rise approximately to unity. At this point intramuscular liver injections were started, and in three weeks the red cell count rose from 3 * 4 million to 5 2 million, whilst the hmmoglobin continued to increase up to 105%. Iron therefore, although beneficially affecting the haemoglobin content, failed to stay the fall in the number of the red blood cells, whilst liver therapy rapidly restored the 90 80
Graph showing response to iron and liver therapy. number of red cells to normal. The case is remarkable for the youth of the patient and the normal gastric acidity.
So far there have been no facilities for a Price-Jones curve or for corpuscular volume estimation and the evidence in favour of a pernicious type of anaemia is therefore incomplete. On the other hand, the rapid response to intramuscular liver therapy (viz., an increase of 600,000 R.B.C. per c.mm. per week) is suggestive, in the absence of evidence of a dietetic deficiency or hepatic or alimentary abnormality.
Di8cuSion.-Dr. W. M. FELDMAN said that the evidence in favour of the case being one of pernicious ansemia was utterly inadequate. In fact it entirely depended on the improvement with liver treatment, which might occur in cases even of secondary aniemia.
Dr. L. P. E. LAURENT said that, in view of the presence of free hydrochloric acid in this case, it would be worth while investigating the possibility that the case was one of pernicious anemia due to deficiency of the extrinsic factor of Castle. He therefore suggested that the patient's response to marmite should be studied.
